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 ‘Developing A Network of Related Industries’

This is a very brief outline of some of the large inter-related industries and National-level programs 

that could better utilize an abundant natural resource – Composted & Recycled Organic Material.

(There are some tremendous of market potentials here)

The Composting & Biorecycling Industry

Only about 17 States have any kind of organized network for the effective distribution and use of Composted & Recycled Organic Material at this time (April 2000).  Also, there are no nationwide standards and the organizational structure of the industry is weak, as per this excerpt from an April 20, 2000 email posted on the National Composting Council’s list-serve -
‘I think there are many overlapping areas that could be creatively funded and rolled into one National Association with State chapters.  I have not varied on my view of this, however, I do not claim to be an organizational wiz..  I think there are other experts who may come to our aid and help us plan this.  I just would like to move toward that end.  The Canadian meeting was just my spark to ask the question…’

Another email exchange posted in April, 2000 on the same list-serve provides a pretty concise summary of what is needed on a State and National level –

“The Boston Compost Coalition is attempting to develop a comprehensive strategic plan to expand the supply, quality, affordability, and availability of compost in Boston over the next decade.  The purpose of the strategic plan is to help the Boston Compost Coalition develop advocacy, education, outreach, and projects around composting.  We want the strategic plan to characterize organic waste sourcing, transportation, site management, operations, and distribution, and identify gaps and constraints to increasing capacity within each of these area(s).  We also want to develop a community economic development analysis to assess (a) major sources for organic food waste - locations, volumes, types of waste, specific characteristics and problems (e.g., separating waste); (b) composting sites and the potential to expand onsite and off-site composting for various businesses; (c) compost markets for businesses, non-profits (e.g., gardens) and residential users; (d) regulatory issues and funding opportunities; (e) financial benefits of composting for suppliers, end users and municipalities; and (f) impact on landfills and waterways, use of chemical fertilizers, transportation, energy expenditures, etc.”

My question to the Composting Council list-serve is: has anyone ever written or seen a similar sort of strategic plan for their area and if so, would it be possible to get a copy of is to use it as a model?  If anyone has such a plan/analysis, please mail it to me at: Karen Kraut, Greater Boston Food Bank, 99 Atkinson Street, Boston MA  02118

A Reply –

What you describe is fairly comprehensive and I don't know that something similar has ever been done. The California Integrated Waste Management Board put together their organics strategic plan (“The Greening Team Plan”) which is on the web at www.ciwmb.ca.gov/organics (look under Greening Team Plan).  This might give you someplace to start.  I am currently working on a small part of the Greening Team Plan, which is to document existing composting and processing infrastructure in California.

Matthew Cotton, Integrated Waste Management Consulting, 19375 Lake City Road, Nevada City, CA  95959

The National Soil and Bark Producers Association

There are about 60+ S & B companies in North America, and at least one company with strong European connections (ASB).

Many of these companies produce a peat-based product combined with composted pine bark fines (recycled from the timber industry).  However, other recycled organics, such as peanut hulls, cotton seed & rice hulls, are available in large amounts, but have not been utilized as effectively as ingredients in Growing Media products.  The infrastructure for utilization of Composted & Recycled Organic Material in products manufactured by members of the National Soil and Bark Producers Association is not nearly as well developed as it could be.

The Horticulture & Turf Industry


There are 7,600 licensed businesses in Georgia alone


The ‘Green Industry’ is the fifth largest industry in Georgia, and is a major industry in many other States

This is an ideal industry for utilization of Composted & Recycled Organic Material, but their uses must be demonstrated on a much wider scale

Large Scale Agriculture


Cover crops – Sustainable Agriculture – Low-till/No-till movement continues growing nationwide 

Coffee County, Georgia is probably the most progressive County in Georgia in the Sustainable Agriculture area – it just won the EPA Region 4 award for Environmental Stewardship – the first year the award was granted

Tennessee is a national leader in this area – alternative crops are being promoted to replace traditional crops such as tobacco and corn.

The entire area of alternative crops and alternative farming practices is a wide-open field with immense growth potential and business opportunity

The Organic Industry

USDA has just approved new National Organic Standards – this industry is poised for growth, and for more mainstream acceptance.  This growth will lead to an increasing need for resources, i.e., Composted & Recycled Organic Material, which will need to be processed according to Organic Industry Standards

Development of Rural Industry & Economy

Although the economy is strong in many sectors, there are still rural areas in the U. S. that are in need of economic development.  Finding ways to creatively market Composted & Recycled Organic Material in rural areas could be an ideal way to recycle organic resources and provide economic benefits at the same time.

Governor Barnes of Georgia recently called for initiatives to develop the economy in the rural parts of the State – there may well be calls for similar economic development initiatives in other States as well.  For more information about the Georgia Initiative, contact Gabe Jordan at (404) 463-0685.

Industry & Construction


Erosion control – Road construction – Parks, Stadiums, etc.,

This is another huge industry that has widespread uses for Composted & Recycled Organic Material, e.g., post-construction clean-up, highway and landscape beautification, etc.

In fact, the importance of composting was even recognized by the Georgia State Legislature in 1993.  Senate Bill 9, Section 3, 50-5-60.4 (a) reads: All state agencies, departments, and authorities responsible for the maintenance of public lands shall give preference to the use of compost and mulch in all road building, land maintenance, and land development activities.  Preference shall be given to compost and mulch made in the state of Georgia from organics that are source separated from the state’s non-hazardous solid waste stream.


At this point, however, the infrastructure to actually fulfill this ‘preference’ is not well developed

Environmental Reclamation Companies & Federal Wetlands Policy


More than 5,680 listings for ER Companies can be found the Web


Clean Water Act of 1972


‘Earth in the Balance,’ by Al Gore, 1992


Current Administrations expansive new policy for Wetlands preservation


News article from Atlanta paper summarizes results of a recent study of our Coastal Areas -

‘Severe problems from pollution from agriculture runoff in 44 of 139 coastal areas studied’ (Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Wed April 05, 2000 p A14)

Environmental Reclamation is already a large industry – it will become much larger in the years ahead; Composted & Recycled Organic Material will be one of the essential ingredients used in these reclamation efforts

Drought Policy

The use of Composted & Recycled Organic Material may also play a role in drought relief policy, as per the National Drought Policy Commission (Commission) 

The purpose of the Commission is to provide advice and recommendations to the President and Congress on the creation of an integrated, coordinated Federal policy, designed to prepare for and respond to serious drought emergencies.

The National Drought Policy Commission (Commission) shall conduct a thorough study and submit a report to the President and Congress on national drought policy.  This notice announces a meeting to be held on March 1, 2000, in Scottsdale, Arizona, and seeks comments on issues that the Commission should address and recommendations that the Commission should consider as part of its report.  The meeting is open to the public.  This notice also announces that the Commission will make its draft report available on the Commission's web site, http://www.fsa.usda.gov/drought/, about the second week in March, to solicit public review and comments.

Comments and statements should be sent to Leona Dittus, Executive Director, National Drought Policy Commission, USDA, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 6701-S, STOP 0501, Wash., D. C. 20250-0501.  TELEPHONE 202-720-3168; FAX 202-720-9688; Internet: leona.dittus@usda.gov.

University Research & Training

UGA Bioengineering Dept. has active program in Composted & Recycled Organic Material, and offers training courses for professionals in related industries.  They are very willing to cooperate in the growth and development of the Composted & Recycled Organic Material industry in Georgia and the Southeast.

